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16 CANVAS AND CULTURE

The northern coast of Cantabria — the Costa Verde — boasts fine sandy
beaches and great seafood restaurants, overlooked by mountains and dairy
pasture. Be brave and sleep under canvas at Camping Playa Joyel, near the
resort of Noja. The camp site has a pool, tennis, feotball, nding and direct
access to the beach, with Bilbao — home to the Guggenheim — and Santander
both less than an hour's drive away. A week's self-catering in a fully equipped
and extremely comfy tent costs £369 in May (E615 in August) for a family of
two adults and up to four children, including short ferry crossings, with Canvas
Holidays (0870 192 1159, www.canvasholidays.co.uk).

17 THRILLS TO SPILLS

— Advertizernent

If it's happy, smiling

children's faces you want,
head to PortAventura, one
of Europe's best theme
parks

and now part of the
extensive Universal Parks
and Resorts. The park
itself has some
world-class rollercoasters,
including the eight-looping
Dragon Khan, and up to
100 shows a day. After all
that exciternent, you can
cool off next door at the
Caribe Aquatic Park,
which has wave pools,
clides and water rides.

DINNER FOR
2?

The resort has three themed hotels that have free access to both parks,
including the Hotel PortAventura, where a week costs £754, half-board, in

August (£524 for a child under 13 sharing the parents' room; £584 for a second),

with Airtours (0870 608 1940, www.airtours.co.uk). Other operators include
Thomas
Cook (0870 750 5711, www.thomascook.com).
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